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Course 

Objectives: 

1) Identify the Arthaveda as a Vedic text and its significance in ancient 

Indian society. 

2) Explain the socio-economic context of ancient India. 

3) Describe the different economic systems prevalent in ancient India. 

4) Discuss the ethical and moral aspects of economic activities in 

Arthaveda. 

5) Explain the trade routes and networks in ancient India. 

6) Analyze how the principles and concepts of Arthaveda can be applied 

to real-world economic situations. 

7) Evaluate the effectiveness of different economic systems in meeting the 

needs of ancient Indian society. 

8) Construct connections between Arthaveda's teachings and contemporary 

economic theories. 

 
 

Course Content 

Unit 

No. 
Description Weightage (%) 

1. Introduction to Arthaveda and Ancient Indian Economic Thought: 

 Overview of Arthaveda as a Vedic text and its significance in 
ancient Indian society. 

 Understanding the socio-economic context of ancient India. 

 Exploration of the key principles and concepts of Arthaveda. 

50% 
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  Study of the different economic systems prevalent in 

ancient India, such as agricultural, trading, and guild-based 

systems. 

 Examination of the ethical and moral aspects of economic 

activities in Arthaveda. 

 Discussion of concepts such as wealth (Artha), righteous 

conduct (Dharma), and social welfare (Sarvodaya). 

 

2. Trade and Commerce in Ancient India: 

 Exploration of the trade routes and networks in ancient India. 

 Study of commercial practices, including barter,  coinage, 

and banking systems. 

 Analysis of the impact of trade on economic development 

and cultural exchange. 

 Examination of the principles and practices of economic 
governance in ancient India. 

 Analysis of economic policies, including taxation, regulation, 

and wealth distribution. 

 Discussion on the role of kings, councils, and administrative 

bodies in economic decision-making. 

50% 

 
 

Teaching- 

Learning 

Methodology 

The course would be taught /learnt through ICT (e.g. Power Point 

Presentation, Audio-Visual Presentation), Lectures, Group Discussions, 

Quizzes, Assignments, Case Study and Browsing E- Resources. 

 
 

Evaluation Pattern 

Sr. No. Details of the Evaluation Weightage 

1. Internal Written / MCQ (As per CBCS R.6.8.3) 30% 

2. Internal Continuous Assessment in the form of Practical, Viva- voce, 

Quiz, Seminars, Assignments, Attendance (As per CBCS R.6.8.3) 

20% 

3. Final Examination 50% 
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Course Outcomes: Having completed this course, the learner will be able to 

1. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the Arthaveda as a Vedic text and its 

significance in ancient Indian society. 

2. Analyze the socio-economic context of ancient India and its impact on economic thought, 

highlighting key factors and influences. 

3. Evaluate the principles and concepts of Arthaveda and their relevance to economic 

activities, considering ethical and moral aspects. 

4. Compare and contrast the different economic systems prevalent in ancient India, 

including agricultural, trading, and guild-based systems, and assess their functioning and 

effectiveness. 

5. Examine the trade routes and networks in ancient India, analyzing their impact on 

economic development and cultural exchange. 

6. Critically analyze the principles and practices of economic governance in ancient India, 

including taxation, regulation, and wealth distribution. 

7. Evaluate the roles of kings, councils, and administrative bodies in ancient India and 

their influence on economic decision-making processes. 
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Sr. No. On-Line Resources available that can be used as Reference Material 

1. JSTOR. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.jstor.org 

2. Project MUSE. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://muse.jhu.edu 

3. Ancient History Encyclopedia. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.ancient.eu 

4. Indian Historical Quarterly. (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https: //www.jstor.org/journal/indihistquar 

5. Digital Library of India. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.dli.gov.in 

6. The Economic and Political Weekly. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.epw.in 
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